RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  WELLS. 
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TO  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  WELLS. 

Glastonbury,  Somerset, 

January  28th,  1896. 

Gentlemen, 

Before  touching  upon  the  subject  matter  of  my  Report,  I  must  first  men¬ 
tion  that  this  report  applies  only  to  that  portion  of  the  year  1895  during  which 
I  have  been  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (May  29th  to  December  31st).  Dr. 
Livett,  my  predecessor,  has  handed  me  the  Birth  and  Death  Returns  for  the 
first  quarter  of  the  year,  and  I  have  received  them  for  April  and  May  from  your 
Clerk,  Mr.  Russ.  I  have  tabulated  them  with  the  monthly  reports  received  by 
me  since  my  appointment,  and  Dr.  Livett  has  kindly  assisted  me  in  doing  so. 
Observing  the  order  usually  followed  in  former  reports,  I  mention  first : — 
Area  of  District,  55,888  acres. 

Population  of  District,  11398  (census  1891). 

The  Upper  Division,  lying  upon  the  Mendip  Hills  and  their  western  slopes, 
has  good  natural  drainage,  some  of  its  streams  (Westbury)  running  into  the 
River  Axe,  which  flows  from  Wookey  Hole.  The  Lower  Division,  a  great  por¬ 
tion  of  which  lies  low,  is  drained  by  the  River  Brue  with  its  tributaries,  the 
Godney  River,  the  Red  and  White  Lake  Streams,  &c. 

The  Upper  Division  is  well  drained  owing  to  its  hilly  character,  but  the 
lowest  parts  of  the  Lower  Division,  i.e.,  Meare,  Godney,  and  Glastonbury  Moor, 
are  very  liable  to  flooding  in  wet  seasons. 

The  under-lying  formations  vary  considerably,  from  Dolomitic  Conglo¬ 
merate  at  Chewton  Mendip  and  Westbury,  Carboniferous  Limestone  at  Priddy, 
Red  Marl  at  Dinder,  North  Wootton,  and  Rodney  Stoke,  Red  Marl  and  River 
Gravel  at  Wookey,  to  Lower  Lias  at  West  Pennard,  Baltonsborough,  Butleigh, 
and  Walton,  Alluvium  and  Peat  at  Meare,  Godney,  and  Glastonbury  Moor.  In 
the  Out-parish  of  St.  Cuthbert,  Wells,  nearly  all  these  formations  may  be  found. 

The  Geology  is  important  as  relating  to  water  supply,  natural  drainage 
powers,  and  liability  to  soakage  and  pollution  from  cesspools,  &c.,  also  as  bear¬ 
ing  upon  retention  of  moisture  by  the  soil,  and  liability  to  flooding,  &c. 

The  District  contains  14  Parishes.  Wells  County  Asylum  is  situated  within 
its  boundaries,  also  the  General  Hospital  at  Butleigh. 

Chiefly  Agricultural.  Dairy  and  Cider  Making  to  a  considerable  extent. 
Factories  at  Wookey  for  making  Paper. 

District  consists  of  numerous  scattered  villages,  farmsteads,  and  other 
habitations. 

21 ’05  per  1000  population  living. 
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88  per  1000  births. 

Most  of  the  Villages  in  the  District  have  a  good  water  supply,  both  in  quan¬ 
tity  and  quality,  but  in  some  of  the  parishes  the  quality  is  not  what  it  should 
be.  In  West  Pennard  some  have  wells  which  yield  excellent  water  ;  but  the 
water  is  collected  lor  the  most  part  in  open  pools  into  which  it  drains  from  the 
surrounding  land.  A  few  collect  the  rain  water  from  their  roofs  and  store  it  in 
tanks  and  find  the  water  very  good.  At  Baltonsborough ,  and  Godney  the  rivers 
form  the  principal  water  supply  of  the  inhabitants,  and  at  Sharpham  the  ditches 
are  its  only  supply.  At  Westbury  the  water  supply  is  abundant,  and  if  properly 
guarded  from  contamination  is,  I  believe,  a  good  one.  The  nature  of  the 
underlying  geological  formation  of  the  parish  is  such  that  pollution  might 
readily  take  place  through  soakage  of  sewage  matter.  The  Wells  are  well 
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protected  for  the  most  part,  and  I  believe  the  Public  Wells  in  particular  have 
been  much  improved  in  this  respect.  (See  Special  Report,  January,  1896).  I 
have  not  had  sufficient  opportunity  for  personal  investigation  of  the  water  sup¬ 
ply  of  other  parishes. 

I  have  tested  some  samples  of  well  water  from  different  Parishes. 

No  general  system  of  drainage  exists,  and  such  would  be  so  difficult  of  ap¬ 
plication  as  to  be  almost  impracticable  as  the  habitations  are  so  scattered  and 
the  parishes  so  extensive. 

Privies  with  cesspits  are  the  most  usual,  and  these  are  frequently  leaky, 
draining  into  ditches,  or,  as  in  Westbury,  into  the  Brook  which  flows  through 
the  Village.  They  are  seldom  cleaned,  which  makes  matters  worse.  As  in¬ 
fectious  diseases  are  harboured  and  spread  by  defective  drainage,  and  particu¬ 
larly  by  defective  disposal  of  human  emanations,  and  epidemics  so  often  caused 
by  these  means,  I  think  the  district  generally  would  derive  much  benefit  from 
adoption  of  the  Dry-Earth  System  for  Closets.  I  may  say  that  in  some  parts  of 
the  district  (Butleigh)  this  system  has  largely  obtained. 

Infectious  Diseases.  Scarlet  Fever.  Thirty-two  cases  during  the  year  (eight 
since  my  appointment  as  Medical  Officer)  occurring  in  diffent  parts  of  the  dis¬ 
trict,  Draycott,  Westbury,  Horrington,  Dulcote,  and  Baltonsborough.  At  Bal- 
tonsborough  the  disease  was  confined  to  the  corner  of  the  village,  i.e.,  Woodgate 
and  Burgess  Lane,  five  houses  being  attacked  close  together.  I  recommended 
that  scholars  from  that  part  should  not  be  allowed  to  attend  school,  and  no  fresh 
cases  occurred  till  a  few  weeks  ago.  No  death  from  Scarlet  Fever.  I  have 
personally  visited  every  case  that  has  been  notified  to  me,  and  inspected  the 
premises.  Printed  instructions  and  precautions  to  be  taken  have  been  left,  and 
disinfectants  supplied  by  the  Inspectors  wherever  required. 

Two  cases  of  Diphtheria  have  occurred  since  my  appointment,  one  at 
Henton,  which  rapidly  terminated  fatally,  the  other,  of  very  slight  character,  at 
West  Pennard.  The  case  at  Henton  seemed  traceable  to  defective  drainage, 
which  has  since  been  remedied. 

One  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  has  occurred  at  Godney,  Meare. 

One  case  of  Erysipelas  and  one  of  Croup. 

Four  cases  of  death  from  Diarrhoea,  two  infants,  two  old  people. 

Nine  deaths  from  Phthisis. 

Four  Accidents  causing  death,  three  drowning. 

In  the  tables  of  statistics  appended  to  this  report,  I  have  calculated  the  dis¬ 
trict  death  rate,  after  correction  by  deduction  of  Asylum  and  other  imported 
cases.  One  Asylum  case  from  the  Out- Parish  of  Wells  is  included  in  the  rate. 

There  is  no  hospital  provided  for  the  reception  and  isolation  of  infectious 
cases  within  the  district. 

There  is  no  public  disinfecting  apparatus. 

A  House  to  House  Inspection  has  been  in  progress  for  some  time  past,  and  is 
now  finished.  I  have  examined  the  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  the 
Lower  District,  particularly  the  parishes  of  Meare  and  Godney ,  and  have  visited 
all  the  cases  in  those  parishes  mentioned  by  him  as  requiring  attention,  and 
fully  endorse  his  report.  Some  of  the  cases  have  received  attention  already. 

I  have  reported  upon  two  cases  to  you,  and  I  believe  they  have  been  reme¬ 
died. 

Slaughter  Houses  have  been  duly  inspected  during  the  year. 

I  append  the  Annual  Statistical  Table,  and  Inspectors’  Reports,  and  remain, 
Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOSHUA  C.  SMYTH, 

M.R.C.S.,  Eng.,  L.R.C.P.,  Lond., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Nuisances. 
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DISTRICT  NO.  I. 

I  beg  to  send  my  Annual  Report  for  the  Upper  District  of  the  Wells  Rural 
District  Council,  which  I  think  will  compare  favourably  with  former  reports. 

The  Reports  of  Pigsty  Drainage  have  decreased,  as  five  cases  only  are  re¬ 
ported.  The  same  number  of  cases  of  House  Drainage  have  been  reported  as 
defective.  These  have  been  dealt  with  in  two  cases  by  the  Council,  and  the 
rest  removed  by  Notice. 

Two  houses  reported  as  dirty,  and  two  as  overcrowded  :  these  have  been 
dealt  with  by  the  Council. 

Cases  of  Drainage  from  Yards  into  roads  are  four.  These,  with  cases  of 
choked  drains  and  foul  tanks,  have  been  removed  on  notice  being  given. 

Twelve  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  been  brought  to  my  notice,  one  of 

Diphtheria,  and  one  of  Typhoid.  Disinfectants  and  printed  notices  left  in  every 
case. 

One  Building  dangerous  to  the  Public  Safety  has  been  reported,  and  one 
case  of  Nuisance  complained  of  from  deposit  of  town  refuse  has  been  reported, 
and  abated,  the  deposit  being  made  in  a  field  far  removed  from  a  dwelling. 

One  case  of  impure  well  water  has  received  attention,  and  necessary  im¬ 
provements  are  in  progress. 

Many  minor  nuisances  come  under  my  notice,  but  being  immediately  re¬ 
moved  on  verbal  request  I  have  not  reported  them  in  detail. 

STUCKEY  FRITH, 

Inspector. 

SUMMARY  OF  CASES  IN  REPORT. 

Defective  house  drainage,  pigsty  drainage,  drainage  of  yards  into  roads, 


town  refuse,  &c.  (Many  minor  cases  removed  by  verbal  notice)  ...  14 

Overcrowding  Cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dirty  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Buildings  dangerous  to  public  safety  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Impure  well-water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  1 


DISTRICT  No.  2. 

During  the  year  the  ordinary  routine  work  of  the  Inspection  of  the  District 
has  received  my  constant  attention. 

Notices  to  abate  Ordinary  Nuisances,  such  as  foul  and  choked  drains,  foul 
privies,  cess-pits,  piggeries,  &c.  (exclusive  of  a  great  number  removed  by  verbal 
notice) ...  ...  •••  •••  ••  •••  ...  ...  35 

Cases  of  Infected  Dwellings,  occupiers  served  with  notices  as  to  isolation 
and  disinfection,  and  the  dwellings  disinfected  as  directed  by  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  (Disinfectants  supplied  by  the  Council)  ...  ...  ...  8 

Notices  served  on  Owners  and  Occupiers  to  cleanse  and  repair  unwhole¬ 
some  and  dilapidated  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  17 

Overcrowded  dwellings  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  ..  4 

Common  Sewers  cleansed  and  repaired  by  the  Council  ...  ...  6 

Notices  served  as  to  Pollution  of  Streams  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bake-houses  and  Slaughter-houses  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  19 

In  the  month  of  May  a  large  number  of  carcases  of  slaughtered  pigs  were 
buried  under  the  “Swine  Fever  Order”  in  such  close  proximity  to  wells  of 
water  used  for  domestic  purposes  as  to  endanger  its  pollution.  The  attention 
of  the  Inspector  under  the  Agricultural  Department  was  called  to  this,  and  the 
swine  disinterred,  and  re-buried  in  a  more  satisfactory  position. 


As  directed  by  the  Council,  I  have  commenced  an  inspection  of  the  water 
of  West  Pennard  as  to  the  Supply  of  Water  for  domestic  purposes.  I  have  in¬ 
spected  the  supply  of  about  90  houses,  and  when  the  inspection  is  complete,  I 
will  report  thereon. 

I  have  during  the  year  completed  the  House  to  House  Inspection  under  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  and  submitted  reports  thereon  to 
the  Council,  giving  full  particulars  as  to  the  number  and  condition  of  the  dwel¬ 
lings,  number  of  inmates,  living  and  sleeping  accommodation,  ventilation,  water 
supply,  drainage,  closet  accommodation,  disposal  of  refuse,  live  stock,  and  other 
information  relating  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  dwellings.  A  considerable 
number  of  the  defects  specified  in  the  report  have  been  dealt  with  under  the 
Council’s  directions,  and  others  are  receiving  their  consideration. 

The  numbers  of  dwellings  inspected  and  reported  upon  in  District  No.  2  of 
the  Council  are  as  follows  : 


Baltonsborough  ... 

98 

Butleigh 

143 

Meare 

213 

Sharpham 

16 

North  Wootton  ... 

36 

Walton 

81 

West  Pennard 

131 

Total 

718 

EDWIN  H.  PADFIELD, 

Inspector  District  No.  2. 


